
New flyover entrance to Domestic terminals

Sydney Gateway
Traffic and transport

Summer 2019/20

We are moving forward with planning 
for Sydney Gateway—a new toll-free 
connection from the Sydney motorway 
network at St Peters Interchange to 
Sydney Airport and beyond. It will make 
journeys from the west and south-west to 
Sydney Airport, the M5 and the Eastern 
Distributor easier, faster and safer.

Thank you for your valuable feedback so far on 
Sydney Gateway. Your suggestions have assisted 
us in assessing how we will manage traffic and road 

Visit our new interactive portal 
to explore Sydney Gateway, read 
the combined EIS and preliminary 
draft MDP or make a submission:  
rms.nsw.gov.au/sydneygatewayportal

Interactive 
portal

conditions and improve transport around the project 
area and airport precinct. Our priority is keeping you 
moving while we build. 

 This fact sheet presents information on:

• how we have assessed traffic and transport to 
predict impacts

• how we will save you time in traffic

• how we are minimising impacts while we build

• how road conditions will change

• key changes to access while we build

• transforming your future commute

• transport improvements around the project area

• other important work being delivered in Mascot.

Background
Sydney Gateway is one of the more complex and 
challenging infrastructure projects in NSW and we 
recognise there will be changes to traffic and road 
conditions while we build the project. Some of these 
changes may impact your travel and daily commute, 
so we appreciate your patience.
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Travel time saving 
of up to 22 minutes 

via New M5

Moorebank to 
Port Botany

Travel time saving 
of up to 20 minutes 

via New M5

Bankstown to 
Domestic terminals

Travel time saving 
of up to 22 minutes 

via New M5

Ryde to 
International terminal

Travel time saving 
of up to 27 minutes 

via M4

Silverwater to 
Port Botany

Travel time saving 
of up to 30 minutes 

via M4

Time savings are calculated by modelling traffic with and without Sydney Gateway. A range 
of scenarios and planned major road projects, are considered in the assessment. More can be 
found in the combined EIS and draft MDP Chapter 9: Traffic, Transport and Access.

Benefits for Sydney
Easier

Faster

Safer
Enabling

10,000 heavy 
vehicles per day to 
travel on Sydney 
Gateway rather 
than through local 
Mascot roads

New roads to 
transport 100,000 
vehicles a day, 
catering for forecast 
growth in freight and 
air travel

26 sets of traffic lights 
bypassed from Parramatta 
to Sydney Airport’s Domestic 
terminals using the Sydney 
motorway network

Around 50% of 
port-bound heavy 
vehicles will use 
Sydney Gateway 
by 2036



Traffic and transport Summer 2019/20 3

WestConnex 
M4 widening

WestConnex 
M4 tunnels

WestConnex 

New M5

WestConnex 
M4-M5 Link

M5 Widening

M4

M5

M4

M2

M1

M7

Northern
Beaches
Hospital

Cronulla

Waterfall

Heathcote

Appin

St Marys

Fairfield

Camden

Campbelltown

Sutherland

Blacktown

Liverpool

Baulkham Hills

West Pennant Hills

Wahroonga

Hornsby

Brooklyn

Frenchs Forest

Artarmon

Rozelle

Riverwood

Beverly Hills

Luddenham

Cecil Hills

Mascot

Wolli Creek

Holroyd

Spit Bridge

Balgowlah

Brookvale

La Perouse

Domestic
International

Botany Bay

Homebush
West

Carlingford

Epping

Chatswood

Bankstown

Westmead

Badgerys
Creek

Glenfield

Revesby

Bondi Junction

Sydenham

Hurstville

Narellan

The Northern Road

M12

Proposed
Western 
Harbour
Tunnel

St Peters 
Interchange

SYDNEY
GATEWAY

Sydney
Airport

Port Botany

Rozelle to 
Domestic terminals

Travel time saving 
of up to 19 minutes 

via M4-M5 Link

Haberfield to 
International terminal

Travel time saving 
of up to 30 minutes 

via M4-M5 Link



Traffic and transport Summer 2019/204

We know our work may be disruptive 
and delays can be frustrating for 
local residents, businesses and road 
users, so we appreciate your patience 
as we build Sydney Gateway, the last 
link in the Sydney Motorway Network.

Traffic improvements with 
Sydney Gateway*

from St Peters 
Interchange to
the Domestic
terminals

tra�c 
lightsNO 

Sydney Gateway will 
improve travel times through Mascot

by saving up 
to 10 minutes
(about 15 percent in 2026
and 22 percent in 2036)

O’Riordan Street and 
Botany Road will carry around
30% less tra�c in 2026
The Eastern Distributor will carry
11% less tra�c in 2026

 Increase average vehicle
speeds in the precinct by

26 per cent in 2026 and

47 per cent in 2036

Entrance to Sydney Airport Domestic terminals

*Figures compare road traffic volumes with and 
without Sydney Gateway.

Assessing traffic and transport 
to predict impacts
In order to understand how Sydney Gateway may 
affect traffic and transport within the airport precinct 
and the greater road network, we carried out a 
detailed traffic and transport assessment. 

We factored in population growth, land use, and other 
major road network and public transport projects in 
our assessment process. This allowed us to predict 
how the project may affect traffic on local roads, 
parking, public transport, pedestrians and cyclists, 
and freight movement. 

Minimising impacts while 
we build
Shaping the future of our city is no small task and 
you will notice changes to traffic management and 
transport while we are working to unlock Sydney’s  
full potential. 

We are committed to minimising the impact  
of Sydney Gateway on the local community and 
businesses, and we will work together to manage 
and mitigate impacts to traffic and access while we 
build. Minimising impacts on you is at the heart of 
our approach to construction.

Some examples of how we will do this will include:

• minimising construction vehicle movements during 
peak periods where possible

• managing vehicle access to construction sites  
to ensure pedestrian, cyclist and motorist safety

• using clear signage and line markings to make  
it easier for you to navigate around our  
construction sites

• carrying out partial or full road closures outside  
of peak periods whenever we can

• making information available to help you plan  
your journeys.

Saving you time in traffic
Based on our detailed modelling, there will be 
significant traveling time savings once Sydney 
Gateway opens to traffic, particularly during the 
morning peak.
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As we build, we will further refine our aproach to traffic 
and transport management by working closely with 
Transport for NSW’s Sydney Coordination Office, the 
Transport Management Centre, Sydney Airport, local 
councils, stakeholders and the local community.

Legend

Removed signalised intersection

Removed traffic movements

Direction of travel

Changes to Lancastrian Road

We will be removing the traffic lights at 
the intersection of Lancastrian Road and 
Qantas Drive to ease congestion. This 
intersection currently provides vehicle access to 
the jet base, Qantas overbridge and car parks.

The removal of traffic lights will help improve 
journey times to the International and 
Domestic terminals at Sydney Airport and for 
through traffic to the Eastern Distributor and M5. 

You’ll still be able to turn left in and out 
of Lancastrian Road, but will no longer be able to 
turn right into or out of this road.

The overbridge over Qantas Drive, used 
for airport operations, will not be impacted.

Closure of Airport Drive

Airport Drive will be closed to the public 
once Sydney Gateway is complete. Your new 
journey between the International terminal 
and the Domestic terminals will be via the 
new Sydney Gateway connection.

Widening of Qantas Drive 

Widened from two-lanes to three-lanes in each 
direction to reduce congestion.

New Link Road

This new airport freight access route will provide 
connections to Link Road following closure of 
Airport Drive.

How road conditions will change
Sydney Gateway will provide motorists with a new and alternative route 
to the Domestic and International terminals from the Sydney motorway 
network at St Peters interchange.

Importantly, Sydney Gateway will provide a new route for around 
10,000 trucks a day.
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Aerial representation of the project

Key changes to access 
while we build
To deliver complex parts of the project we will need 
to make local road changes, lane changes or reduce 
speed limits. We may also need to close the road 
completely (overnight or potentially over a weekend). 

We will ensure access to Sydney Airport is maintained at all times, so you can get to 
where you need to be on time and with minimal disruption.  

Location Changes

Canal Road • Short-term lane closures to establish new left-in, left-out access and egress lanes, and 
new entry points on both sides of the road

• Temporary road closures to allow new bridge structures to be lifted into place, and an 
associated detour established.

Airport Drive • Short-term lane closures, during the day or overnight to carry out project work.

Qantas Drive • Nightly closures of a single lane of traffic in each direction to allow for the widening 
of Qantas Drive and construction of the ‘flyover’

• Nightly closure of lanes along Sir Reginald Ansett Drive to carry out project work.

This will be done while we construct new sections 
of road which adjoin existing roads or to erect large 
bridge sections over the road. We will ensure access 
to Sydney Airport is maintained at all times. Our 
proposed closures are outlined in the following table.
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Mascot integration work

Improved bus travel times
by 30-50%

Transforming your  
future commute
When we open to traffic, Sydney Gateway will allow 
motorists to bypass suburban streets around Mascot 
and the airport precinct, meaning faster, more reliable 
travel times for you. It will also return local streets to 
residents, with less congestion and cars on the road. 

Once built the majority of the existing traffic 
accessing Sydney Airport from the north and west 
will by via Sydney Gateway, which will improve 
traffic capacity on local roads. As a result, travel 
times for vehicles travelling north-south from 
Mascot will also improve.

Sydney Gateway is a game-changing project for 
Mascot, Tempe and Wolli Creek, improving overall 
access to and from Sydney Airport, and Port Botany; 
and improving traffic flow on Qantas Drive and the 
surrounding road network with substantial reductions 
in traffic congestion.

Changing how we move in and 
around the airport precinct
Sydney Gateway will change how we move around 
the airport precinct, as well as introduce a range of 
improvements to the public transport network.

We recognise that some improvements will impact 
how you may use public transport around the airport 
precinct and we appreciate your patience.

Mascot integration work
There are a number of major road construction 
projects taking place in Mascot that will impact traffic 
in the area.

This includes the opening of the New M5 and M4-M5 
Link and Sydney Gateway.

Airport North (at O’Riordan Street) and the Mascot 
intersection upgrades will help manage congestion 
and safety in one of Sydney’s most intensively and 
diversely used areas.

Improvements to bus services
Sydney Gateway will introduce a range of 
improvements to bus travel times, although some 
adjustments will need to be made to bus routes 
400 and 420 to allow us to build the project. 

We will be permanently removing two bus stops at 
the intersection of Qantas Drive and Lancastrian 
Road. These two bus stops for routes 400 and 420 
are not used frequently by passengers. Bus routes 
will continue to operate during construction and 
are subject to delays, detours and diversions along 
with general traffic.

Travel time savings for buses

Sydney Gateway will substantially improve 
bus travel times for at least 15 different bus 
routes within the Sydney Airport area by 30 
to 50 per cent. 

Bus Future Program

Transport for NSW’s Sydney’s Bus Future program 
provides improved commuter bus access to Sydney 
Airport, with better east, west and south links. This 
includes a new suburban route for your journey 
between Miranda and Sydney Airport through to St 
George to meet the high customer demand for travel 
from southern Sydney to Sydney Airport by bus. 

The program will introduce substantial 
improvements to bus travel times around the airport 
precinct, providing you with more options to choose 
how you move around. 

Transport for NSW will continue to work with 
Sydney Airport to explore more options to improve 
public transport within the airport precinct.



Please note there will be a holiday close down 
from 20 December 2019 to 5 January 2020. 
During this time the Sydney Gateway Project 
Team will not be available to answer phone calls 
or respond to emails until we return to the office 
on 6 January 2020.

Contact the Sydney Gateway team
 www.rms.nsw.gov.au/sydneygatewayportal

 rms.nsw.gov.au/sydneygateway

 sydneygateway@rms.nsw.gov.au

 1800 654 446

Privacy. Roads and Maritime Services (“we”) are collecting your personal information in connection with the Sydney Gateway (“the Project”). In addition to collecting your name 
and contact details we may collect other information such as your submissions and other communications with us. We will retain and use this information for consultation purposes, 
including communications and analysis in connection with the Project. We will not disclose your personal information to third parties unless authorised by law and if we include your 
submissions in any public report we will not identify you. Providing your personal information is voluntary but if you do not provide it we may not include you on our stakeholder 
database and you might miss further consultation opportunities. Your personal information will be held by us and you can contact us to access or correct it. Please write to us at 
either sydneygateway@rms.nsw.gov.au or Roads and Maritime Services, Locked bag 928, North Sydney NSW 2059.

If you need help understanding this information, please contact the Translating 
and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them to call us on 1800 654 446.

 Sydney Gateway Project,  
Roads and Maritime Services 
Locked Bag 928, 
North Sydney NSW 2059

Make a submission
The combined EIS and preliminary draft MDP is now 
on public display online and in local libraries. We 
welcome your comments and feedback. The document 
assesses the potential impacts of construction and 
operation of the Sydney Gateway road project. This 
includes environmental factors, traffic management, 
construction, noise and vibration and active transport.

The submission process is an opportunity to have 
your say in the development of Sydney Gateway. 
We are aware of the importance of this project to the 
community and will consider all submissions received. 

EIS
Members of the public can make a submission 
on the combined document from 20 November 
to 19 December 2019. 

Feedback on the EIS should be made to the 
DPIE. Submissions must be in writing and 
can be lodged:

 online at:

www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/
projects/on-exhibition

 as a letter by post to:

Sydney Gateway road project submission  
Attention: Director–Transport Assessments 
Department of Infastructure Projects 
Planning and Assessment, Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment 
Application number SSI-9737 
GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2001

Preliminary Draft MDP
Under the Commonwealth Airports Act 1996, 
the preliminary draft MDP will be placed on 
public exhibition for a minimum of 60 business 
days, not including public holidays or the period 
between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Members of the public can make a submission 
on the combined EIS and preliminary draft MDP 
from 20 November 2019 to 21 February 2020. 

Submissions must be in writing and can 
be lodged:

 as a letter by post to:

Sydney Gateway Major Development Plan 
Attention: Mr Ted Plummer (Special Advisor 
Government and Community Relations) 
Sydney Airport 
Locked Bag 5000, 
Sydney International Terminal, NSW 2020.

 email to: 

sydneygateway@syd.com.au

You can make submissions about the proposed project 
under the NSW or Commonwealth process, or both.


